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Our ancestors knew something about bees that we’ve forgotten or 
refuse to recognise, that bees, with their incomparable senses, can 
sense the thin spots between worlds and break through; use their 
efficient little jaws to nibble a hole from one universe to another.

Johanna Sinisalo, The Blood of Angels, 2011 

The Other Side

Our curiosity and our need to understand other forms of intelligence have brought about, among other interests, 
the study of the life of bees in different centuries and cultures. There is a striking number of thinkers who have 
shown an interest in the ingenuity and the extraordinary capacities of bees. Since ancient times, these insects 
have also been associated with immortality and the ability to communicate across parallel worlds. 

The Other Side is a site-specific artwork, based in artistic research and designed to be installed to public parks, 
cemeteries or other aesthetically appealing places with conditions for listening. In Finland the work was 
presented in 2016 at a natural space in the centre of Helsinki, in 2018 it was installed to the historical cemetery 
of Poblenou in Barcelona where seven angel sculptures were paired with fragments from literary works, and in 
2019, in a popular park-like cemetery in the heart of Geneva, Cemetery of Kings. In each of the places the 
audience could listen to a selection of text fragments,  which illustrate the role played by bees in the words 
written by great thinkers over the course of history. The listening is made possible by using augmented reality 
application*, at visitors smart device, in English, Spanish,  Catalan, French and Finnish.  

The research and the artwork are inspired by a science fiction novel Blood of Angels (Enkelten verta), 2011 by a 
Finnish author Johanna Sinisalo. A family tragedy and the decline of the bees intertwine in the novel in a 
fascinating manner, offering a great amount of knowledge of bees by telling a story, in which the protagonist is 
able to shift between two parallel worlds assisted by a dead queen bee. 

While the tendency of our society is to categorise honeybee as a production animal and highlight solely the 
utilitarian values of these insects,  many authors express in their writings the philosophically and spiritually rich 
connotations of Bee Life.  

The Other Side is a project by Ulla Taipale. In Barcelona the work was commissioned as part of Beehave, an 
exhibition curated by Martina Millá and run by the Fundació Joan Miró. It´s first version was presented in 
Helsinki as a part of Melliferopolis Fest, in 2016 and in Geneva, it was a commission by Utopiana and curated by 
Anna Barseghian for 1000 Ecologies Biennale.  

*The Other Side can be activated anytime by downloading the free Arilyn app from App Store or Google Play. 
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Johanna Sinisalo. The Blood of Angels, 2011

Virgilio. Geórgicas, Book IV, 29 BC.

Svetlana Aleksiévich. Voices of Chernobyl, 1997

Maurice Maeterlinck. The Life of the Bee, 1901

Mercé Rododera. The Death and the Spring, 1986

Elias Lönnrot. Kalevala, Rune XV, Restauration of Lemminkäinen, 1835

Jo Shapcott. I Tell the Bees, 2010

Jorge Luis Borges. The Secret Miracle, 1943



Photo: Ulla Taipale

El otro lado, Cemetery of Poblenou, Barcelona, 2018



   Johanna Sinisalo, The Blood of Angels, 2011, page 125
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El otro lado, Cemetery of Poblenou, Barcelona, 2018
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El otro lado, Linnunlaulu, Helsinki, 2016
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El otro lado, Linnunlaulu, Helsinki, 2016
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And though the end of a brief life awaits the bees themselves
(since it never extends beyond the seventh summer)
the species remains immortal, and the fortune of the hive
is good for many years, and grandfathers’ grandfathers are counted.

With the leader safe all are of the same mind:
if the leader’s lost they break faith, and tear down the honey
they’ve made, themselves, and dissolve the latticed combs.
The leader is the guardian of their labours: to the leader
they do reverence, and all sit round the leader in a noisy throng,
and crowd round in large numbers, and often
they lift the leader on their shoulders and expose their bodies
in war, and, among wounds, seek a glorious death.

Noting these tokens and examples some have said
that a share of divine intelligence is in bees,
and a draught of aether: since there is a god in everything,
earth and the expanse of sea and the sky’s depths:
from this source the flocks and herds, men, and every species
of creature, each derive their little life, at birth:
to it surely all then return, and dissolved, are remade,
and there is no room for death, but still living
they fly to the ranks of the stars, and climb the high heavens.

Virgil. Geórgicas, Book IV, 29 b.C.
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L´Autre Côté, Cimetière des Rois, Geneva, 2019
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